Invasive cancer of the cervix in British Columbia: a review of the demography and screening histories of 437 cases seen from 1985-1988.
The charts of 437 patients with newly diagnosed invasive cervical cancer seen in British Columbia during 1985-1988 were reviewed to determine the age at diagnosis, stage of disease, and histology of the lesions. The patient's immigration status and country of birth were also examined. Two hundred forty-two patients (55%) were age 50 or over and 149 (34%) had preclinical stage IB disease. One hundred seventy of these patients (39%) had never had a cytologic examination before presenting with clinical symptoms, and 45 additional patients had not had cytology for 5 or more years before presenting with invasive disease; thus, a total of 215 cases (49%) fell into the category of "no cytology or cytology longer than 5 years ago." All negative smears were reviewed and in 39 patients (15%) having previous cytology, abnormal cells had been missed or undercalled. Native Indian women made up 10% of the cases of invasive carcinoma, a disproportionately large number as they represent only 2% of the British Columbian population. Of the 27 Native Indian patients in this series, 16 (59%) had never had a cytologic examination. Eighty-five (30%) of 276 women born in Canada had never had a cytologic examination, compared with 34 (71%) of 48 immigrants resident in the country for fewer than 10 years. Twenty-four patients were over the age of 60 with a history of negative Papanicolaou smears. We conclude that, if further gains are to be made in the reduction of death rates from invasive cervical carcinoma, new means must be found to encourage women to participate in Papanicolaou smear screening programs. In particular, special efforts must be made to attract specific groups, such as the Native Indian population and older recent immigrants.